WIREGRASS KINGS ATHLETICS
"Wiregrass Kings exists to glorify God as we play competitive sports."*

Welcome to Wiregrass Kings Athletics!

Wiregrass Kings is a not-profit organization established in 2011 for the benefit of home schooled students and Christian school students (who aren't offered these sports) who are interested in participating in a competitive sports program.  We offer boys’ football (on hiatus for 2015-2016), boys’ basketball, girls’ basketball, and girls’ cheerleading for football and basketball.  Our mascot is the Kings and our colors are purple and gold.  Our purpose as a team and as individuals is to give all glory to God as we seek to play competitive sports.  For more information regarding the Wiregrass Kings please visit our website, www.wiregrasskings.com.  

Our prayer is for the students to exemplify the Lord in all they do as individuals and as a team.  Parents are strongly encouraged to work with us to help their child build character and a strong work ethic through athletics and encourage them to accept growing responsibility as they mature.  Our prayer is to provide an athletic experience that offers encouragement, confidence in one's ability, and discipline.  In cooperation with parents, we seek to help build strong, confident, yet humble servants for Christ. 

Statement of Faith

Our statement of faith is based upon the biblical truths of our Christian beliefs that we support as the foundation of our organization.  Our desire is to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ, be united as one body of Christ, and to exemplify the body of Christ on and off the field.  We strive to learn competition in a Godly manner.  

All athletes wishing to participate in this program must agree to respect our beliefs, be compliant and participate during prayers and displays of patriotism, and not be disruptive of our right to conduct these traditional and ceremonial events.

*mission statement adopted July 2015


Eligibility Requirements for Participants

Christian home school families who are abiding by all laws governing home schooling programs and Christian school students who are not offered these sports at their school may participate in the Wiregrass Kings athletic program.  Participants and parents must acknowledge acceptance of our statement of faith, dress code, code of conduct, and all of our rules by signing the handbook signature page.  The football program is for students in the 7th-12th grades.  Participants MUST be 12 years old by Aug. 1 of the current year and cannot have turned 19 years old by Aug. 1 of the current year.  The basketball program is for students in the 6th-12th grades.  Participants MUST be 11 years old by Aug. 1 of the current year, and cannot have turned 19 years old by Aug. 1 of the current year.

FORMS REQUIRED ARE AS FOLLOWS:  Registration form, Wiregrass Kings Liability Waiver, and any other pertinent liability waiver; and the  handbook signature page. You must provide a copy of your birth certificate and insurance card for us to keep on hand.  Each student must have a physical completed within the last year by a doctor and provide a copy to us.  Also, each student must provide a copy of his/her grades from previous semester to determine eligibility (must maintain at least a “C” average or above).

Communication

Most information will be sent out by email, so please make sure we have your correct email address. (You may send it to wiregrasskings@yahoo.com.  It is much easier to send out one email, instead of making many different phone calls.  In some cases, we may need to call or text instead of email.  For instance, on practice days where there is inclement weather, we may need to make last minute calls on canceling or delaying practices.  Make sure we have your correct phone numbers also.  

If possible, please email any questions instead of calling, as our coaches work, and our representatives home school their children.  We will be prompt in answering your emails.

Primary email:  wiregrasskings@yahoo.com

Athletic Director:  

Danny Brady (334) 405-5165
 
email:  dannybradyconstruction@gmail.com
             
Head Cheer Coach:

Lori Smith  

email: lorihoskinssmith@gmail.com

 Head Boys Basketball Coach:

Biko Freeman

email:  bikofreeman@gmail.com

Head Girls Basketball Coach:

Bob Sanders

email: Bobsanders10@yahoo.com


Payment Policy and Address

All payments will be accepted in person or by mail.  Please NO cash.  Make check or money order to Wiregrass Kings.  Please mail your check or money order to:

Wiregrass Kings 
P. O. Box 5675
Dothan, Alabama 36302

Refund Policy and Non Payment Policy

All fees are non-refundable.  Participants who have not paid their final payment by the deadline will be removed from the roster.
In the rare occasion an issue regarding on-time payment arises, the board of directors will have authority to grant an extension at their discretion.

Fundraisers

Fundraisers may be established during the year as needed.  Fundraisers are vital to this program as they help meet all the financial needs to keep this athletic program up and running.  Families are expected to help in all fundraising activities!  It takes all of us giving our 100% to make this program work.

Uniform and Dress Code
Each participant must dress in appropriate practice gear and assigned game apparel when participating in the Wiregrass Kings athletic program.  Team uniforms are to be worn neatly, and the coaches will determine the uniform requirements for practice and games.  All participants must follow these guidelines.  For safety purposes, no jewelry will be worn during practices or games.
Wiregrass Kings representatives reserve the right to define inappropriate attire.  Since some dress code issues may not be defined in this handbook, please be aware that all decisions regarding Wiregrass Kings dress code for all the events, and what constitutes a violation of it, will ultimately be decided by the coaches and representatives.  Parental support in these matters is greatly appreciated.
Football Equipment
All football players will be issued a set of protective gear that is provided and maintained by the Wiregrass Kings.  The gear includes a helmet and shoulder pads.  This equipment set is owned and safety certified by the Wiregrass Kings.   All helmets and shoulder pads meet, or exceed, the state of Alabama requirements for varsity football.  A date will be announced for issuance of the equipment and for collecting the equipment after the football season ends.

Natural wear and tear of the equipment is expected, however, abuse of the Wiregrass Kings' equipment will not be tolerated.  A fee will be charged to the participant at the end of the season to repair or replace the equipment damaged as a result of abuse or neglect.

Training

Our coaches will be the primary instructors and supervisors for all training.  It is understood that great care and caution will be taken by our coaches to prevent injuries or accidents, but neither they nor any representative of the Wiregrass Kings will be held responsible in case of participant injury or accident.  Appropriate liability form(s) must be signed by participant's parents before being allowed to participate in the Wiregrass Kings athletic program.

Transportation and Supervision

Coaches will be present at all practices, games, and events.  Please promptly pick your child up after all activities, as the coaches have jobs to get to the next day and families to see after.  Remember to keep the coaches' phone numbers handy in case of emergency.

It is the participant’s responsibility to provide their own transportation to and from the games and practices.  Participants need to also provide money for food when traveling to away games.  Further details regarding transportation to games will be provided later in the season.


Insurance and Medical Release

ALL participants MUST have medical insurance in order to participate in the Wiregrass Kings athletic program.  Proof of insurance MUST be provided when registering.  All participants are required to have a physical prior to the first day of practice.  You must provide a copy of your physical for us to have on record.

All students who have paid their fees are covered by a supplemental insurance policy. This policy is designed to assist with any expenses resulting from injuries sustained while participating in a Wiregrass Kings athletic event. All claims should be filed with the student's primary insurance carrier first. A portion of the expenses, not covered by the primary policy, will be covered by the supplemental policy provided through Wiregrass Kings.

Behavior

Wiregrass Kings athletic program promotes a wholesome family atmosphere for participants and their families. Vulgar or abusive language, unsportsmanlike conduct, or fighting will not be tolerated.  Vandalism or destruction of any Wiregrass Kings' equipment or property at game or practice sites will not be tolerated.  The Head Coach has the authority to place athletes on disciplinary suspension as a result of inappropriate actions by family members or players.  *We are very grateful to be allowed to rent practice and game facilities, therefore we expect participants to take care of the property as if it were their own.

Coaches expect 100% participation and effort from every member of the team.  It is our desire to build a team that everyone is proud of, especially the Lord!  Therefore, we expect each participant to put forth every effort to be at all practices and games so that they can be prepared for the season.

Discipline:  Discipline is a necessary part of any athletic endeavor. Discipline builds character and creates a unified team.  Therefore, we remind our team members that "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.  It is the Lord Jesus Christ you are serving." Colossians 3:23-24.

Respect:  Players should show respect to adults at all times.  A title (Mr., Mrs., Coach, etc.) should be used when addressing an adult.  Team members must also treat each other with respect, kindness, and compassion just as God commands in Matthew 7:12, "So in everything do to others what you would have them do to you."

Punctuality:  All participants are expected to be ON TIME for each practice, game, and team activity.  Attendance is required in order to prepare for the season.  It is very important that members be on time for practice and to depart for games.  A meeting time and location will be announced prior to away games, and everyone must be ready to leave when the caravan departs.

Absences:  Regular participation at practice is mandatory.  Failure to attend practices or leaving early may result in loss of playing time, team privileges and/or awards.  Excuses for absence include severe sickness such as fever or vomiting, or a family emergency.  In these instances, a parent should contact one of the coaches as soon as possible in order to let them know of the situation.  We request that if a participant is only mildly ill, they attempt to come and observe practice so that they will not miss any new material being presented.

NOTE:  We understand school comes before sports, BUT please make every effort to complete schoolwork around practice times. 

Attention:  Players should be listening when instructions are given and pay close attention to the coaches anytime they are speaking.  Coaches expect wholehearted effort during practice.  Eating, socializing, sitting down or leaving the practice area without permission is not allowed.  

If infractions occur, it is up to the coaches' discretion regarding what type of disciplinary consequences will follow.  Running laps or other types of physical exercise may be used as disciplinary measures.  If misbehavior continues, a parent conference may need to be scheduled.

Practice/Game Time:  Players should have a designated place to keep their personal belongings during the game.  Coaches will not take responsibility for misplaced or stolen items.  

During the game, team members should remain focused at all times.  Participants should not fraternize with others during games.  They must never openly criticize or degrade opposing team members.  Whether winning or losing, Wiregrass Kings athletes are expected to maintain a positive attitude and behave in a Christ-like manner.  Although we may encounter other athletes, parents, and coaches who do not behave in a Christ-like manner, we must determine to keep our standards high and set an example for those around us.  Remember always that we are representing not only Wiregrass Kings Athletics, but also the Lord Jesus Christ.


Weekly Exercise and Devotions

Wiregrass Kings participants are expected to be in good physical condition during the athletic season.  Therefore, it is important that they maintain a fitness regimen throughout the year.  The coaches will provide direction regarding exercise that will help increase endurance, stamina, flexibility and cardio strength.

Not only should the "outward man" be in shape, but the "inward man" needs exercise also!  Practices will include a short devotional and prayer.

Schedule and Location

A practice and game schedule will be provided to all participants and will also be posted on our website, and possibly our Facebook page.  Our team does not normally practice on Wed. nights unless notified otherwise.

Parent Volunteers

Parent involvement in the Wiregrass Kings athletic program is a must!  We will need volunteers to help with different things throughout the season.  Someone may be needed to take up money at gate, play music at the games, help with concessions, chain crew, spotting, announcing, taking down stats, etc. 



Board of Directors (in alphabetical order)

	Danny Brady: dannybradyconstruction@gmail.com

Lisa Dault, Treasurer: david_dault@hotmail.com
Joe Easley:  jeasley1969@aol.com
Troy Fountain: Tfountain@wiregrasschurch.org
	Doug Hobson: dohobson@msn.com
	Chuck Locke: chuck@rbcdothan.org 
	Greg Smith, President: gksmith@samc.org
	Lori Smith, Secretary: lorihoskinssmith@hotmail.com
Brett Strickland: brett@graceba.net

Participant Code of Conduct

“If anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor’s crown unless he competes according to the rules.” 2 Timothy 2:5

Wiregrass Kings is looking for home school and Christian school athletes who are committed to Christ and biblical principles of behavior. We desire for our athletes to serve as positive examples in the community and as role models for younger students who observe their behavior. The opportunity to be involved in the Wiregrass Kings Sports Program is a privilege, and athletes are expected to behave in an exemplary manner. Participating students and parents must respect our foundational Statement of Faith, and athletes must abide by the following code of conduct:

1. I will behave in such a way that my coach and team members can entrust me with responsibility and leadership.

2.  I will treat others with respect at all times, especially adults and those who have been given authority over me. 

3.  I will not lie, cheat, steal or engage in any other dishonest or unsportsmanlike conduct on or off the field. 

4.  I will fulfill my commitment to the coach and my team, being on time for practices and games and completing the season to the best of my ability. 

5.  I will work hard as a student to complete my studies and assignments as required by my parents/teachers during the time I am participating in this sports program. 

6.  I will be a loyal team player and put the good of the team above personal glory. 

7.  I will be gracious in victory and accept defeat with dignity. 

8.  I will not engage in disrespectful conduct or speech including profanity, obscene gestures, offensive remarks, taunting, boasting, or other actions that demean individuals or harm the name of Christ. 

9.  I will treat coaches, referees or other game officials with respect and will not argue with official calls or decisions during the game or following an event. 

10.  I will exercise self-control on and off the field and will not provoke or participate in fights or show signs of excessive temper or frustration when I am disappointed or angry. 

11.  I will maintain a healthy lifestyle and will not participate in the use of alcohol, tobacco or drugs, nor will I engage in any unnatural means to lose, gain or maintain weight or muscle. 

12.  I will honor the true nature of sportsmanship and play by the rules. 

13.  I will be open to instruction and willing to listen to fair and constructive criticism from my coach(es). 

14.  I will never intentionally harm another player or engage in reckless behavior that could cause injury to myself or others. 

15.  I will promote unity among my team and will not participate in the spread of gossip or criticism regarding my coach, team member s or others associated with this program. 

16.  If I have a valid concern, I will handle it in a biblical manner through the proper channels, first going to my parent for counsel. 

17.  I will be a supportive member of Wiregrass Kings as an organization and an encouragement to all participating athletes, coaches and committee members. 


...God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords.  1 Timothy 6:15 


Code of Conduct infractions:

Code of conduct infractions may result in disciplinary actions, up to and including suspension or removal from a team/sport. Should a serious matter occur that could result in suspension or removal, the coach and student athlete, along with his/her parents, may request or be requested to meet with the Board of Directors. 








*handbook revised August 2015
 





